
Colorado Revised Statutes 
Title 12, Article 6, Part 4 

 
Event Data Recorders 
 
12-6-401. Definitions. As used in this part 4, unless the context otherwise requires:  
 
(1) "Event data" means records of one or more of the following categories of information 
concerning a motor vehicle, which records are captured by an event data recorder: 
 
 (a) whether the vehicle's air bag deployed; 
 (b) vehicle speed; 
 (c) vehicle direction; 
 (d) vehicle location; 
 (e) vehicle steering performance or use; 
 (f) vehicle brake performance or use; or 
 (g) vehicle seatbelt status or use. 
 
(2) "Event data recorder" means a device or feature that is installed by the manufacturer 
of a motor vehicle for the purpose of capturing or transmitting retrievable event data. 
 
(3) "Owner" means: 
 
 (a) A person having all the incidents of ownership of a motor vehicle, including 
legal title to the motor vehicle, regardless of whether the person lends, rents, or creates 
a security interest in the vehicle; 
 
 (b) A person entitled to possession of a motor vehicle as the purchaser under a 
security agreement; or 
 
 (c) A person entitled to possession of a vehicle as lessee under a written lease 
agreement if the lease agreement is intended to last for more than three months at its 
inception. 
 
(4) "Owner's agent" means a natural person authorized by the owner within the last thirty 
days or the owner's representative as defined by section 13-20-702 (3), c.r.s. 12-6-402.  
 
Event Data Recorders.  
 
(1) A manufacturer of a motor vehicle that is sold or leased in colorado with an event 
data recorder shall in bold-faced type disclose, in the owner's manual, that the vehicle is 
so equipped and, if so, the type of data recorded. A disclosure made by means of an 
insert into the owner's manual shall be deemed a disclosure in the owner's manual. 
 
(2) Event data that is recorded on an event data recorder is the personal information of 
the motor vehicle's owner, and therefore, such information shall not be retrieved by a 
person who is not the owner of the motor vehicle, except in the following circumstances: 
 
 (a) The owner of the motor vehicle or the owner's agent has consented to the 
retrieval of the data within the last thirty days; 
 



 (b) The data is retrieved by a motor vehicle dealer or by an automotive technician 
to diagnose, service, or repair the motor vehicle at the request of the owner or the  
owner's agent; 
 
 (c) The data is subject to discovery pursuant to the Rules of Civil Procedure in a 
claim arising out of a motor vehicle accident; 
 
 (d) A court or administrative agency having jurisdiction orders the data to be 
retrieved; 
 
 (e) The event data recorder is installed after themanufacturer or motor vehicle 
dealer sells the motor vehicle; or  
 
 (f) A peace officer retrieves the data pursuant to a court order as part of an 
investigation of a suspected violation of a law that has caused, or contributed to the 
cause of, an accident resulting in damage of property or injury to a person. 
 
(3)  (a) No person shall release event data unless authorized by paragraph (b) of this 
subsection (3). 
 
 (b) A person authorized to download or retrieve data from an event data recorder 
may release such data in the following circumstances: 
 
  (i) The owner of the motor vehicle or the owner's agent has consented to 
the release of the data within the last thirty days; 
 
  (ii) The data is subject to discovery pursuant to the rules of civil procedure 
in a claim arising out of a motor vehicle accident; 
 
  (iii) The data is released pursuant to a court order as part of an 
investigation of a suspected violation of a law that has caused, or contributed to the 
cause of, an accident resulting in appreciable damage of property or injury to a person; 
 
  (iv) If the identity of the owner or driver is not disclosed, the data is 
released to a motor vehicle safety and medical research entity in order to advance motor 
vehicle safety, security, or traffic management; or 
 
  (v) The data is released to a data processor solely for the purposes 
permitted by this section if the identity of the owner or driver is not disclosed. 
 
(4)  (a) if a motor vehicle is equipped with an event data recorder that is capable of 
recording or transmitting event data That is part of a subscription service, the fact that 
the data may be recorded or transmitted and instructions for discontinuing the 
subscription service or for disabling the event data recorder by a trained service 
technician shall be prominently disclosed in the subscription service agreement. A 
disclosure made by means of an insert into the service agreement shall be deemed a 
disclosure in the service agreement. 
 
 (b) subsections (2) and (3) of this section shall not apply to subscription services 
meeting the requirements of paragraph (a) of this subsection (4). 
 



(5) a person who violates subsection (2) or (3) of this section commits a class 1 
misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided In section 18-1.3-501, C.R.S. 12-6-403.  
 
Applicability. This part 4 shall apply to motor vehicles manufactured on or after May 1, 
2007.  
 


